
 The Arrow 

Congratulations! 2 

New Course              

Options 

3 

Spring 2010             

Technical Electives 

3 

Fall and Spring           

Lowy Award Winners 

4 

Study Abroad:      

Brazil Summer 2010                  

4 

AeroDesign Team 

Competes 

5 

Students Design  

Asteroid-Derailing 

Spaceship 

5 

Lonestar Challenge 5 

Meet Your            

New Advisor 

5 

Get to Know          

Dr. Hurtado 

6 

AggieSat Launched 7 

Important Dates 8 

Inside this 

issue:  

Free Tutoring!  
Every Aerospace  

Engineering student has 

the opportunity to receive 

free tutoring.   

When: Every Monday  

Time: 6:00 p - 7:00 p 

Where: 105 HRBB  

Sponsored by: 

Sigma Gamma Tau  

Aerospace Engineering 

Honors Society  

Issue 4  

Fall 2009 Undergraduate Aerospace Engineering news thatôs right on target! 

Welcome Back!  
 

We are so glad you are all back for another exciting fall in Aerospace! Itõs been a busy 

summer! The undergraduate office hosted numerous high school students this summer, 

and we want to thank all of our student volunteers for donating their time to help us out. 

The first day of classes was a little rough with HOWDY crashing, but everything seems 

to be running smoothly now. Not only is HOWDY new to you, itõs new to us as well, so 

bear with us as we figure out all the new features and functions. We are pleased to     

announce that the undergraduate office is now fully staffed. Laura Olivarez joined the 

team this May! Good luck with your fall classes!  

Thanks and GIG ôEM! 

Your Aerospace Advisors!  

For those who have 

not noticed yet, we 

have windows in the 

computer lab break 

room. Please stop by, 

and enjoy the       

beautiful view!  

We Have Windows!!!  

Please join us for the 

Fall BBQ on Friday, 

Oct. 9th.  

Faculty will be cooking 

up hamburgers and  

hotdogs for all AERO 

students to enjoy.  

The festivities begin at 

11 am on the HRBB 

òBack Porchó.  

Sigma Gamma Tau has introduced a mentoring program pairing incoming Aerospace 

freshmen with an upperclassman or graduate student mentor. To break the ice between 

mentors and students, a kick -off meeting was held in Zachry Lobby on September 21st. 

Over 60 Aerospace students participated in 

group activities that included ice breaker games 

and an Egg Drop competition with an aerospace 

twist. The competition required launching the 

egg in a vehicle made from pizza boxes,        

balloons, string, and other items from the third 

story. The Aerospace Mentoring program has 

over 50 mentor -freshman pairs, which       

represents one fourth of the freshman class. 

Mentors will hold six mentoring sessions and 

organize two socials with their freshmen 

throughout the semester . 

AERO Mentoring Kick -Off  
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Congratulations, Claire and 

Natasha!  

Each year the department      

presents the Larry Anderson 

Award to an outstanding senior 

within the department.   

The award honors a graduating 

senior who has exhibited the 

qualities of Larry Anderson, a 

former student.  These qualities 

are exuberance for aerospace  

engineering, demonstrated leader-

ship within the department, and 

service to the program and its 

students.  

Last May, the department 

awarded the Larry Anderson 

Award to two very well -deserving   

students, Claire Hazelbaker õ09

(left)  and Natasha Lagoudas õ09 

(right) .  

Top Senior Aero Student in the Nation!  

Justin Wilkerson ô09 was awarded the 2009   

Ammon S. Andes National Award from Sigma 

Gamma Tau. This award is given to one senior 

aerospace student in the United States who 

demonstrates strong academic, service, and   

extracurricular accomplishments. Justin was 

chosen from a group of 53 students. Justin     

served as President of the local SGT student 

chapter from 2008 -2009 and graduated in 

May. Justin is currently a graduate student in 

the department this fall. Congratulations!  

Congratulations, Student Research Week Winners!  

Natasha Lagoudas  

2nd Place Winner in People, Places & Cultures  

Recognized for Outstanding Accomplishments in Interdisciplinary Research  

Received Environmental Health and Safety Recognition Award  

Julianne Larson  

2nd Place Winner Soil Hydrology/Water Resources/Environmental Studies  

Recognized for Outstanding Accomplishments in Interdisciplinary Research  

Katherine Westhoff  

1st Place Winner in Nuclear Science and Engineering  

Justin Wilkerson  

1st Place Winner in Aerospace Engineering  

 

Session Winner:  

Received highest total score in 

their session 

Taxonomy Winner: 

Received highest 

total score and 

ranking in overall 

Last spring semester, Travis Joiner, Aerospace senior, and his 

sister  Rachel Joiner, a Geology student, were both killed in a 

tragic accident. In memory of our friends who we lost too soon, 

the department and numerous friends and family have         

established the Travis & Rachel Joiner Memorial Scholarship. 

The scholarship has been endowed and will be awarded this fall 

to a senior Aerospace student interested in space. Stay tuned to 

the AERO listserv for more information. In addition, keep in 

mind the departmentõs annual scholarship deadline occurs each 

spring, so watch the website for details.  

Benjamin R. & Deanna J. Smith  

 Caroline Buser                                

 Nallely Davila                  

 Jacob Knutson  

Patrick A. & Carol J. Gibson 

 Andrew Benson              

 Bradley Toellner  

Mary Ann & Gordon Gibson                 

 Claire Hazelbaker  

2009-2010 Scholarship Winners!  

Joanne & Pete Aldridge ô60                 

Trevor Bennett    James Halcombe    

Kyle Benson          John Hidore         

Paul Blahut           John Monning 

Matthew Craig      Sarah Nelson 

Jimmy Espitia       William Stein      

Danielle Fitch        Lisa Warren            

   

Michael Ebanks Memorial  

 Eric Hickernell  
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Technical Electives Offered Spring 2010  
AERO 425  Flight Test Engineering  

 Prerequisites: AERO 421 and U4 classification  

AERO 428  Electromagnetic Sensing for Space -Borne Imaging  

 Prerequisites: AERO 306, 351, 421  

AERO 440  Cockpit Systems and Displays  

 Prerequisite: AERO 421  

AERO 405  Aerospace Structural Design  

 Prerequisite: AERO 306  

AERO 419  Chemical Rocket Propulsion  

 Prerequisite: AERO 351  

AERO 420  Aeroelasticity  

 Prerequisites: AERO 303, 306, 310  

*Please NOTE that AERO 430 can only count as a technical elective if it is taken in addition to MATH 401.  AERO 430 does not double count.  

TENTATIVE Technical Electives for Fall 2010  

404 Mechanics of Advanced Aerospace Structures  

417 Aerospace Propulsion  

422 Active Controls for Aerospace Vehicles  

426 Space System Design  

430 Numerical Simulation  

435 Aerothermochemistry  

472 Airfoil and Wing Design  

Course descriptions can be found 

at aero.tamu.edu.  

Undergraduate Office Announcements  

 To satisfy the requirement for your 3 hours of science elective, you now have the option of completing an 

additional AERO approved Technical Elective, PHYS 222, PHYS 309, or ASTR 314.  Yes, one more    

Technical Elective will satisfy the 3 hours of science elective on your degree plan if you would rather.  

CHEM 107 has been altered. Instead of just signing up for the class and lab together you must sign up 

for them separately. Remember CHEM 107 is one of your 4 hour CBK courses; therefore, sign up for 

CHEM 107 (3 hr - Lecture) and CHEM 117 (1 hr - Lab).  

To satisfy the requirement of Technical Writing, you now have the option of    

completing COMM 205 or ENGL 210/301. NOTE: A&M no longer offers ENGL 

210, but it will still transfer.  

Why COMM 205?  Some students mentioned they wish they had 

more presentation experience prior to senior year courses, so this 

was added as an option to ENGL 210/301.  

What is COMM 205? Communication for Technical Professions -

Design and presentation of oral reports for technical professions; incorporation of 

visual and graphic materials into presentation required; written reports required. 

Prerequisite: ENGL 104.  

NEW 

COURSE 

OPTIONS  

COMM 205 

Donõt know what classes to take next spring? 

Try using Degree Evaluation! Degree Evaluation is located in the HOWDY portal under your 

Fall Tab. Follow the prompts, and you are on your way to seeing what you have credit for and 

what you still lack. If you are designated AERL, you can do a WHAT IF ANALYSIS and     

promote yourself temporarily to AERO. Changing your major will allow you to see where all 

the classes you have taken will apply.  
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Senior Exit Surveys  

All graduating seniors (Dec, May, or Aug) need to 

complete a senior exit survey.  In addition, May 

graduates each year meet with industry late in the 

spring semester to discuss the program.   

These activities are vital to help the department in the  

accreditation process.   

Congratulations, and best of luck to our  

May & August  graduates!  

Lowy Award Winners  

Fall 2008 and Spring 2009  
The Lowy Award is based on the studentsõ work in both AERO 

401 and AERO 402, the airplane section of the senior capstone 

design courses. 

Congratulations to Spring 2009 recipients  

MANUREVA AEROSPACE  

Adam Sexton, Tyler Rudloff, Adam Campbell, Edgar Wingo,   

Taylor Vaughn, Stephen Wells, and Robert Keiser  

Congratulations to Fall 2008 recipients  

DELAIRE AVIATION  

Ben Bernhardt, Jacalyn Cossette, Jason Davis, Brady Frazier, 

Brian Freno, Ray Karimi, Christopher McCrary, and Colin York  

Graduating Seniors (or soon to be)! Make sure to check 

your degree evaluation in HOWDY! AERO 430 may be  

applying to your technical electives and not your math   

section. Double check and make sure your classes are    

applying to the right location. If you have any questions, 

please contact  Kristi or Laura.   

Study AERO in Brazil!  
Summer 2010, the Aerospace department will offer a study abroad program in Sao Paulo during Summer 2:  July 10 ð  

August 18, 2010. The program will be located at the University of Campinas. The goals are to provide TAMU students with 

an in -depth experience of the Portuguese language, short seminars on Brazilian history, economy, government, and culture;      

provide a valuable aerospace engineering educational experience of curriculum -relevant technical courses using an            

integrated teaching methodology and field trips through a collaborative program; and allow students to team up with       

Brazilian students on common assigned projects.  In addition, the program includes various excursions throughout Brazil 

during the five week term.  

Courses to be offered: 

AERO 306 : Structural Analysis II       

Instructor: Dr. Dimitris Lagoudas  

AERO 351 : Aerothermodynamics and 

Propulsion                                                     

Instructor: Dr. Paul Cizmas  

Eligibility:  

Open to all Engineering majors with a minimum GPR of 2.5.  

Good standing with TAMU and approval of professor.  

Students must attend all Study Abroad program specific meetings and the   

General Orientation Workshop in the semester prior to departure.  

INFORMATIONAL MEETING will be held on Oct. 8th at 5:30 pm in HRBB 131. Free Pizza!  

For more information contact Dr. Paul Cizmas at 979 -845-5952 or cizmas@tamu.edu. 


